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Species B, Figs. 4-6, drawn to the rotation-prevention means in the form of an 
inner protuberance; and 

Species C, Fig. 7, drawn to the rotation-prevention means in the form of a 
centrally inserted securing plate provided with an inner protuberance. 

The Action further indicates that claim 1 is generic. However, claim 1 was 
cancelled in the Preliminary Amendment filed concurrently with the application. Therefore, 
Applicant assumes that the Examiner is indicating that independent claim 17 is generic. 

The Examiner further states that the species listed above do not relate to a 
single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the 
species lack the same or corresponding special technical features. The Examiner believes 
that although the concept of preventing rotation may be common to Species A-C, the 
inventive structure specifics of each of the species are mutually exclusive. 

Applicant respectfully traverses this restriction requirement. Although there 
are three different types of rotation-prevention means illustrated in Figs. 1-3, Figs. 4-6 and 
Fig. 7, these rotation-prevention means are only different embodiments of the same inventive 
concept. According to this inventive concept, a pin-like guiding element is provided in the 
middle of a sleeve mount. The sleeve mount is for accommodating a longitudinal slit and a 
cylindrical sleeve, and the guiding element extends radially inwards from the sleeve mount 
into the accommodating space. The guiding element is connected to the sleeve mount in a 
fixed angular position with respect to the sleeve axis and is designed to guidingly interact 
with the slot of the sleeve when received by the sleeve mount. 

With respect to Species A, the pin-like guiding element may be a section of a 
separate pin, which is received in a radial bore in the sleeve mount and projects through the 
radial bore and into the accommodating space as shown in Figs. 1-3. 

With respect to Species B, the pin-like guiding element may be a protuberance 
formed directly into the sleeve-mount and projecting into the accommodating space as shown 
in Figs. 4-6. 

With respect to Species C, the pin-like guiding element may be a protuberance 
formed into a separate plate which is then held in a fixed angular position with respect to the 
sleeve axis between the two parts of a two-part sleeve mount as shown in Fig. 7. 

Therefore, each of the rotation-prevention means is only a different 
embodiment of the same inventive concept. 
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Furthermore, the present application is the national stage of International 
Application Serial No. PCT/CH02/00628 filed on November 21, 2002. Please note that the 
International Searching Authority has reviewed this international application and found that 
the subject matter of the claims satisfied the unity of invention standard and should be 
maintained in a single application. In view of the determination of unity of invention by the 
International Searching Authority and the close relationship between the identified groups of 
claims, reconsideration of the Examiner's restriction requirement and favorable action on 
claims 17-35 are respectfully requested. 

The International Search Report was forwarded to the Examiner in an 
Information Disclosure Statement dated July 7, 2005. An additional copy is submitted 
herewith for the Examiner's convenience. In an effort to assist the Examiner in making a 
determination that is in accordance with the International Searching Authority's 
determination of unity, please note that all the cited documents are merely of general interest 
indicating favorable action on all of the claims. 

However, in the event the Examiner maintains the Restriction Requirement, 
Applicant hereby elects, with traverse, to prosecute the invention of Species C, claims 1 7 and 
27-35. Applicant makes this election without prejudice to the later filing of a divisional 
application directed to the non-elected species. 



Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 




Attorney for Applicant 

700 Koppers Building 

436 Seventh Avenue 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-1845 

Telephone: 412-471-8815 

Facsimile: 412-471-4094 

E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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